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HE WORLD HAS experienced dark days this past year. 
From the virus and resulting restrictions that have changed daily 
life for so many, to political tension around the globe, the weight 
of it all has worn heavy at times. It’s been easy to become tired, 
overwhelmed and distracted. 


But the pages of this issue of Resound display glimpses of light. Even in the 
midst of a global pandemic, Redeemer has been able to continue preparing 
students to exercise their God-given talents and is moving forward with hope 
on many exciting initiatives that serve as reminders that God is still working 
and that he is still in control. 


A significant milestone in Redeemer’s history was achieved with the passing 
of Bill 213 in December 2020. The provincial legislation enshrines the name 
Redeemer University (dropping College) and gives the university the authority 
to grant 20 new degrees including nine master’s degrees. Redeemer has been 
granting bachelor’s degrees for more than two decades, but the ability to 
grant more specialized degrees ensures that Redeemer remains relevant and 
competitive in an ever evolving post-secondary sector. Redeemer could be 
granting up to three of these new degrees within the next year. You can read 
the full story in this issue. 


This academic year, Redeemer 
was able to preserve relational 
learning by offering dual delivery 
to its students. This method of 
course delivery allowed students 
to have the choice to learn in 
person or remotely while having 

a presence in the classroom either 


physically distanced or on a screen. 


Discussion and discourse could 
continue and important peer and 
mentoring relationships that 
Redeemer students value highly 
continue to flourish. 


Those who have been on campus 
this year are noticing significant 
changes to its landscape. A new 
residence and learning facility 

is beginning to take shape at 

the heart of campus. The upper 
levels will house new student 
residences, while the lower level 
will incorporate new modern 
learning spaces and the Centre for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 
Related to the centre will be 

a makerspace, giving students 
from every major a place to 
experience the design thinking 
process as a framework for 


innovation. It has been exciting to watch construction progress over the 
last months, and the Redeemer community looks forward to its opening 
in fall 2021. The new facility plays an important role for a growing student 
population, another sign of a bright future for the university. 


In January, Redeemer welcomed Dr. Esau McCaulley, winner of the 2020 
Emerging Public Intellectual Award, and his Wheaton College colleague, 
Dr. Vince Bacote for Reading While Black and Reformed. This virtual 
discussion, led by Redeemer’s Dr. Jessica Joustra, explored how the 
perspectives and experiences of different cultures enhance the study 
and interpretation of Scripture. Redeemer looks forward to welcoming 
McCaulley to accept his award and engage the campus further this fall 
if health restrictions allow. 


Though many of Redeemer’s events and spiritual activities have taken on 
new, often virtual, forms during this pandemic, the spirit of God is alive 
and moving in the lives and hearts of students, staff and faculty as 
Redeemer remains steadfast in the commitment to seeing Kingdom- 
centred, innovative graduates make a profound impact in a rapidly 
changing, complex, digital world. 


Dr. Robert Graham 
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New 
Degrees of 
Opportunity 


HE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
passed Bill 213 in December 2020, providing new 


With the passing of 

Bi | [ 2 13, Red eemer degree-granting opportunities for Redeemer. 
2 2 The bill gives the university the authority to 

reaches a h istoric grant a total of 20 possible new degrees including nine 


= a, ie master’s degrees. In the short term, Redeemer could be 
mM | lesto ne, rece ivi n g offering bachelor of business administration, bachelor of 
health sciences and bachelor of kinesiology degrees within 
g reate r d eg ree- the next year. A process is underway to make these 


determinations in line with quality assurance and 


g ra nti ng a utho rity accreditation requirements, as well as broad academic 
=o planning flowing out of the strategic plan. 
and a promising 
Higher ed trends have shown that students increasingly 
futu re of new desire and expect more specialized degrees with niche 
nomenclature. The post-secondary sector has changed 


Oo p po rtu n ities fo r significantly over the past 20 years, with colleges of applied 


arts and technology in Ontario granting degrees as well. 
stu d e nts 1 It is critical that Redeemer address these trends and meet 
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Redeemer now begins 

the important task of 
evaluating pathways for 
sustainable new degree 
programs that will meet the 
needs of future students.” 


the needs of students who are looking for relevant and innovative 
degrees and programs that connect real-world learning opportunities 
to transformative, flexible classroom experiences. 


Redeemer has been granting bachelor degrees since 1998. It gained provincial 
approval first to grant bachelor of arts and bachelor of science degrees. In 
2000, then Redeemer College was permitted to add University to its name. 
The Ontario College of Teachers endorsed Redeemer as a candidate to grant 
bachelor of education degrees in 2003. 


Since then, and especially in the last five years, Redeemer began to 
pursue the complex and unconventional path toward the growth of its 
degree-granting authority. In 2010, Redeemer learned that it would not 
be able to gain quality assurance and accreditation through the Ontario 


Universities Council on Quality 
Assurance, which became a path 
only available to Ontario’s publicly 
assisted universities. Discussions 
with the provincial government 
brought about an understanding 
that Redeemer lacked a clear path 
and that the province was receptive 
to helping Redeemer resolve this, 
encouraging relationship-building 
with the Post Secondary Education 
and Quality Assessment Board 
(PEQAB). Redeemer also explored 
other avenues, such as accrediting 
agencies in the U.S. like the New 
England Association, but eventually 
sought quality assurance with 
PEQAB, through which, ultimately, 
it would successfully complete its 
organizational review in late 2019. 


The same legislation that would 

add degree-granting authority also 
included the official name change 
from Redeemer University College 
to Redeemer University. Using the 
name Redeemer University will 
reflect the degrees and four-year 
undergraduate education already 
offered and will clear up confusion 
experienced by employers and 
student prospects. It will also benefit 
Redeemer’s students, alumni and 
others with whom they are engaged. 


With these significant milestones 
successfully completed, Redeemer 
now begins the important task of 
evaluating pathways for sustainable 
new degree programs that will meet 
the needs of future students. 


While much careful consideration 
and planning lies ahead, there 

is tremendous opportunity and 
momentum for Redeemer to step into 
a bright future where more students 
can find a relevant program while 
participating in a Christ-centred 
university education on a spiritually 
vibrant campus. @ 
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Dual 
Delivery 
Maintains 
Relational 
Learning 


Students, faculty and 

staff discuss the benefits, 
opportunities and adjustments 
that come with Redeemer’s new 
dual-delivery method. 


OVID-19 HAS BEEN a game-changer for post-secondary 
institutions across Canada. With the virus an ongoing challenge for 
the foreseeable future, many schools continued with remote learning 
for the winter 2021 semester and have similar plans for spring and 
summer. Redeemer’s approach this past fall was to prioritize the community’s 
health and safety while maintaining a classroom setting that allowed for as much 
in-person relational engagement between students and instructors as safely 
possible. Coined the dual-delivery method, it involves conducting in-person and 
remote learning synchronously through a live-stream. In other words, students 
were able to participate live in class from home or in person, all at the same time. 


“I was overjoyed,” says third-year media and communications student Joe 
Alagna. “I’m a very in-person, hands-on learner and prefer to be in front of the 
professor when I need help,” 


For Maria Gonzalez, a fourth-year art, English and music student from the 
Dominican Republic, staying remote offered relief from the complications of 
international travel. And because lectures were live-streamed, she didn't feel 
removed from the classroom environment. 
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“Whenever the professor asked 

a question, they looked towards 

the Zoom or asked remote students 
to comment,’ says Gonzalez. “The 
in-person students also helped 

by indicating if a remote student 
wanted to talk or wrote something 
in the chat. In some instances, I was 
even paired with people in class who 
joined the Zoom from their devices. 
Even though it’s a drastic change, 

I didn’t feel it as much” 


The approach benefitted faculty 

as well. Dr. Murray Stiller, professor 
of media and communications 
studies and a regular commuter 
from Vancouver to Hamilton, found 
that dual delivery mimicked his 
teaching style. 


“Before COVID, I managed my time 
in the classroom by delivering video 
lectures online as homework. Then, 
we spent class time doing exercises 
and activities,” Stiller explains. “[The 
dual-delivery method] sharpened 
my teaching style because there’s 

a learning curve for teachers when 
it comes to instructing online. 
Especially this year, I’ve learned a ton 
about doing it effectively” 


Although remote learning presents 
challenges when it comes to forming 
relationships, especially with new 
students, Stiller still takes every 
opportunity to do so. 


“I look for opportunities to hear from 
students during scheduled class time 
when we talk about their projects. 
We also get to know each other off- 
line through emails as I encourage 
them to contact me with questions 
or movie recommendations.” 


Dr. Jane Sinden, who teaches 
education and kinesiology, praises 
Redeemer for allowing students 
to choose whichever instruction 
style helps them feel safe and 
comfortable. 


“The students who wanted to be remote had the option to do that, as did the 
ones who wanted to be in person,’ says Sinden. “I love that we're able to do 
that. I had hardly any students miss class because if they couldn't physically 
be there, they could always participate remotely.” 


Implementing the technology for dual delivery over the summer, while 
configuring the classrooms with distance requirements and juggling 
complex scheduling all on short notice was a herculean effort. Faculty 
training on the tech began shortly before school began, pushing everyone 
beyond the edges of comfort due to the speed and scale of the change. 

In every area, the Redeemer community rose to the challenge and trusted 
in the benefits it would provide for the students during frustrating and 
difficult circumstances. 


“I was excited and nervous because it’s such a significant upgrade, 
but we received a lot of positive feedback, says audio-visual manager 
Andrew Bergsma. 


“It’s a solution that can last for years 
and open up new opportunities 
going forward) added director of 
information technology Len Moelker. 


The full scope of the method's 
capabilities allowed for a smooth 
transition when the winter semester 
began fully remote amidst Ontario's 
lockdown. Due to continuing 
uncertainty around the pandemic, 
Redeemer announced that it will 
offer dual delivery for the 2021-22 
academic year. 


“Redeemer's mission thrives because 
of the emphasis the university places 
on community and relationships,’ 
says Dr. David Zietsma, provost and 
vice-president, academic. “The dual- 
delivery model of learning was the best 
way to preserve that essential part of 
the mission and enable us to continue 
the relational, spiritual vibrancy of the 
Redeemer learning experience that 
makes us who we are.” 


SPRING 2021 | resound 11 


Making Space 
for Innovation 


The new Centre for Innovation 

and Entrepreneurship will include 
a makerspace and modern 
classroom spaces all within the 
new residence and learning facility. 


HIS PAST FALL, Redeemer broke ground on 
anew residence and learning facility that is scheduled 
to open in time for the fall 2021 term. While the top 
three floors of the building will be living spaces, the 
lower level will accommodate new, exciting learning spaces 
including the new Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 


The Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship is a key initiative 
of the Learn. Forward. Strategic Plan. The centre will have flexible 
classroom space, a makerspace and innovation breakout space. 

It will feature a modern and flexible design with modular 
furniture, mobile tech and space for creative group learning. 


“In a society that is changing rapidly, we need to prepare the 

next generation to bring innovative approaches as they reflect 

the hope of the gospel? says Dr. David Zietsma, provost and vice 
president, academic. Zietsma is leading the Centre for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Working Group, made up of faculty and staff 
members. The group is developing plans for the centre including 
researching several other innovation spaces and makerspaces 
across North America. 


The makerspace, an innovative learning space 
within the centre, will incorporate creative 

tools, technology and flexible furniture to give 
Redeemer students a place to experience the 
design thinking process. Innovation design 
thinking is a process for creative problem solving 
that encourages empathetic, human-centred 
design. When using innovation design thinking 
principles, users optimistically examine all aspects 
of a problem and experiment to find new and 
creative solutions. The five phases of design 
thinking include framing a question, gathering 
inspiration, generating ideas, prototyping 
solutions and sharing the story. 


Zietsma sees innovation design thinking and 
the makerspace as a relevant part of every 
program across the university. “In Redeemer’s 
liberal arts and science context, students 
develop important creative, critical thinking 
and collaboration skills. But we also want them 
to think innovatively and entrepreneurially 
about the opportunities and challenges that 
face them. Together, these skills, combined 
with the rest of their Redeemer experience 
will make graduates ready to pursue their 
callings into all areas of life, filling the 
opportunities and meeting the needs of 

an increasingly complex world,’ he says. 


The new residence and learning facility will 
include a total of four classrooms of varying sizes, 
as well as two lounge areas. The spaces will be 
fitted with modern technology, smart design and 
plenty of glass for an open, spacious feel. The 
new classroom and learning spaces will also help 
Redeemer meet the needs of a growing student 
population. In 2020, the university welcomed 
the largest incoming class in its history with 

an enrolment increase of 13.5 per cent over the 
previous year. Enrolment is expected to exceed 
1,000 students in fall 2021. @ 


App Creates 
Customizable 
Digital Campus 


As part of a broad initiative to 
enhance digital technology across 
the university, the Redeemer App is 
helping to create online experiences 
that connect everyone and 
everything at the university. 


VER THE SUMMER and in time for the 
fall term, Redeemer launched the latest piece of its 
Reaching Higher digital campus project, which is 
pushing integrated technology advancements in 

a number of areas. 


The Redeemer App improves the student experience by allowing 
them to access information, files, course information, financial 
data, campus services and much more all from one environment 
on their smartphone or laptop. 


“What strikes me as most helpful about the app in terms of 
student experience is having a one-stop shop for all things 
Redeemer,” said Carina Wolfert, a second-year mathematics 
student. “It is so handy to have access to all resources in one 
place. Specifically, I know that I can find all the relevant links for 
open meetings there instead of searching through my inbox.” 


Associate professor of kinesiology and physical education Dr. 
Jane Sinden agrees. “It helps me stay organized, keep up with 
what is going on and stay connected. I also like to have such 
easy access to Discovery and Self Service wherever I am with my 
phone,’ she says of other apps that help her complete her work. 


Students, staff and faculty can message one another and set up 
groups for communicating about specific clubs, classes, dorms 
or other areas of interest all within the app. 


“I think the app has the potential for some rich internal 
communication,’ said Dr. Kevin Vander Meulen, professor 
of mathematics. 


Users can also personalize their app experience to 
determine how they will receive notifications for 
the many different kinds of messages that come 
through the app. Email and push notifications can 
be turned on or off, by group and other even more 
granular options. This helps users to filter out the 
information they need to know, while being able to 
trust that the rest is there in the app, when they're 
ready to go find it. 


Third-year honours social work student Amy 
Pardy appreciates the ability to customize her 
app experience. “I can join groups that will benefit 
my time at Redeemer. This feature allows me to 
receive notifications from my favourite clubs and 
groups and find out what they are up to and how 

I can participate.” 


As the fall term progressed, the app saw everything 
from health check form reminders, video 
testimonies from students, encouragement from 
chaplaincy, photos of Christmas decorating contests, 
food services menus, updates on the pet fish 
community on campus and sales in the bookstore. 


“The app allows the bookstore to reach our 
student population quickly and easily without 
filling up their inbox,’ says bookstore manager 
Kristel Forcier. “We post regularly about textbook 
orders, we can provide links to our web store, our 
textbook list and various ebook sites. We've also 
made our textbook ordering form digital through 
the app to cut down on paper.” @ 
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The Book of Numbers and Israel’s 
wandering through the wilderness can 
act as a guide to actively leaning into 


our challenging circumstances. 


am writing these words on the first 
workday of 2021. Here in Ontario we've 
been in lockdown since Boxing Day and 
my hope is that by the time you are read- 
ing this some relief has come, but hope 
is an elusive thing these days. Many 
have expressed relief that 2020 is now 
behind us, but for the moment, 2021 
eels a lot like 2020. Of course, we all live 
in hope that eventually we will journey to 
the other side of the pandemic, but the 
uture still seems very uncertain. 


What resources exist for Christians 
to help us manage the challenges of 
COVID-19? When the virus brought our 
lives to a screeching halt back in March 
2020, | was immersed in the biblical 
book of Numbers for a textbook on the 
Pentateuch | am coauthoring, and for 
much of the following six months | was 
camped with the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness of the Sinai Peninsula. The goal of 
my writing and research on Numbers 
had not been to discover resources for 
navigating our current crisis, so nothing 
quite prepared me for the surprising- 
ly relevant and powerful instructions 
Numbers has to offer us. 


Why was | surprised? Perhaps for many, 
Numbers is an unfamiliar and boring, 
dusty old book of the Bible that has lit- 
tle relevance for Christians today. As an 
Old Testament scholar, | knew it was rel- 
evant, but it takes a good deal of effort 
to grasp the significance of Numbers 
because it is a complicated book, and 
not the most appealing, if we're honest. 


Trust me, though, it is worth the effort 
and we can glean wisdom from this 
book for our challenging times. 


Navigating: Context and 
Literary Design 


It is important, first of all, to grasp 
something of the context of Numbers. 
At the beginning of the book, God's 
people, the Israelites, are camped at 
the foot of Mount Sinai. They've been 
there ever since Yahweh_ liberated 
them from their soul-destroying slav- 
ery in Egypt, and for about a year God 
had been giving them instructions, or 
laws, that would help them become 
a certain kind of people: a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation (see Exod. 19:4- 
5). Sinai is in the wilderness. For Israel, 


the wilderness is an in-between place— 
after their liberation from Egypt and be- 
fore their entering of the Promised Land, 
a journey of just a few weeks. 


The structure of the book is complicat- 
ed—there are lots of different kinds of liter- 
ature: narrative, law, poetry, battle records, 
and so on—and itis not always clear how 
this mashup holds together coherently. 
For simplicity's sake we can understand 
the structure of Numbers as follows: 


NUMBERS 1-10: Starting with the 
first counting of the people (ch. 1), God 
gives instructions for the order and 
structure of their camp and its lead- 
ership and tells them how they should 
prepare to leave Sinai. This section 


> 
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is quite hopeful as the people receive 
God's instruction and follow it metic- 
ulously. We can almost feel the excite- 
ment as Israel prepares to make their 
journey to the Promised Land. 


NUMBERS 11-25: The moment 
they leave Mount Sinai, the Israelites 
begin to complain and grumble about 
their situation (11:1). This section (inter- 
spersed with more divine instruction) in- 
cludes many such complaint narratives, 


OCCUPANTS OF THE 
WILDERNESS...MUST 
RELY ON SOMETHING 
BEYOND THEIR OWN 
CAPABILITIES FOR 
SURVIVAL. 


16 
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demonstrating Israel's intensifying dis- 
belief and rebellion. Death dominates 
this section. God determines that this 
generation is doomed to die in the wil- 
derness over a 40-year period for their 
rebellious ways. Nothing quite prepares 
us for this disappointing turn of events 
in Israel's wilderness experience. 


NUMBERS 26-36: A second count- 
ing of the people is taken, this time of 
the new generation (ch. 26). This whole 
section is much more hopeful as com- 
plaints are absent, disputes are set- 
tled peacefully, and more instructions 
are received, giving hope for life in the 
Promised Land. Not a single death is 
reported in this section. 


Navigating: Wilderness 
Liminality 


| mentioned that for Israel the wilder- 
ness is an “in-between” place. The word 
that best describes this experience and 
others like itis “liminality."[1] We experi- 
ence liminality (from the Latin “thresh- 
old") whenever we are in between the 
place we have been and the place 
where we are going or transitioning be- 


tween the people we have been and the 
people we will be. Some experiences of 
liminality are voluntary. For example, the 
pregnancy of a first-time mother shifts 
a woman into a nine-month period of 
liminality. Redeemer students enter 
a liminal space for four years, after 
which they will commence a career. 


Sometimes we are thrust into experi- 
ences of liminality that are beyond our 
control. Liminality is what adolescents 
find so frustrating and challenging be- 
cause they are no longer children and 
don't want to be treated as such, but 
are not quite adults and don't quite 
think and act with that level of maturity 
and responsibility. With a job loss, the 
period between losing a job and start- 
ing a new job is a liminal one, and the 
devastating diagnosis of cancer forces 
one into a difficult period of liminality. 
will call these involuntary experiences 
of liminality, “wilderness liminality.” 


nthe biblical sense, wilderness is a place 
that does not sustain life. It is dangerous; 
occupants of the wilderness are ex- 
tremely vulnerable and must simply rely 
on something beyond their own capabil- 
ities for survival. The wilderness is a place 
of hardship and suffering. What's more, 
because the wilderness is never really 
a final destination, it is a liminal space. 


To sum up so far, liminality is temporary 
and challenging. The paradox of lim- 
inal experiences is that while we have 
hope for a future beyond what we are 
enduring, the future and what it holds is 
uncertain. This is especially so in expe- 
riences of “wilderness liminality," which 
are involuntary, prolonged, and when 
“reaching the destination” beyond lim- 
inality is uncertain and out of our con- 
trol. One more thing is key: liminal spac- 
es are places of “becoming,” potentially 
profound experiences for human for- 
mation; however, depending on how 
one navigates “wilderness liminality,” 
they can also be places of deformation. 
Israel in Numbers provides significant 
resources for helping anyone navigat- 
ing their own wilderness to be formed in 
the right way by their experiences. 


In the Wilderness: Then 
and Now 


The Israelites in Numbers are in the wil- 
derness, experiencing liminality. The 
middle section of Numbers is. filled 
with stories of Israel's complaining, and 
Israel's complaints are always accom- 
panied by a longing for Egypt (then re- 
garded by rebellious Israel as a place 
of security and prosperity). Of course, 
complaint has a legitimate place in the 
life of people of faith. The Bible reveals 
a well-established tradition of lament 
which allows us, on the basis of faith, to 
voice our complaint to a God who hears 
our cries. The problem with Israel's com- 
plaints in Numbers is that they (1) come 
from a place of disbelief, and (2) come as 
a result of a tragic misinterpretation of 
the circumstances the people have been 
facing. Ultimately, their complaints boil 
down to this: the wilderness, this place of 
liminality, is not the place they should be. 
Further, their trauma in the wilderness 
causes them to reinterpret their past ex- 


perience of slavery in Egypt as far better 
than their current wilderness liminality. 
This is a profound misinterpretation of 
their situation because we know that 
God delivered them from debilitating 
slavery and in the wilderness has them 
right where he wants them. 


Whatever else we could say about 
COVID-19, we should have little doubt 
that it has created a global wilderness 
experience and thrust us into a space of 
liminality. The lives we lived pre-COVID, 
our routines, activities, interactions, 
rituals and jobs, were almost instanta- 
neously and drastically altered. This wil- 
derness presents dangers at every turn, 
we are vulnerable, and forces seem to be 
at work to capitalize on this vulnerability. 
A year has passed, and not only have we 
not returned to “normal,” but that return, 
the place beyond the wilderness, is by no 
means clearly in sight. 


Early on, it wouldn't be uncommon to 
hear people expressing some of the 
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TRADITION OF 
LAMENT WHICH 

aL ONES US OOS 
OUR COMPLAINT TO 
A GOD WHO HEARS 
OURTCRIES. 


more positive outcomes of the virus—we 
were forced to slow down from an in- 
tense, and frankly unsustainable pace of 
life, recognized some benefits of working 
from home, had more time with family 
and/or the simpler pleasures of life, real- 
ized we were no less fulfilled without un- 
necessary shopping trips and restaurant 
outings, and so on. | heard people say 
that although they wanted an end to the 
pandemic, they did not want to just return 
to “normal.” Rather, they wanted to learn 
from the sudden end to the relentless 
“bondage” of busyness—they longed for 
a “promised land" beyond the pandemic, 
not the same as before but better. 


Those kinds of sentiments seem rare 
now that we have been in this liminal 
space for so long with no end in sight. If 
we were to take stock of the current con- 
dition of the Christian community, how 
would we describe it? In other words, 
what is the state of the Communion? 
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Like the wider culture, the church is char- 
acterized by frustration, restlessness, 
weariness, confusion, anxiety, anger, fear, 
discontentment and division, all in some 
sense entirely understandable, and all 
these are fueling an almost inescapable 
activity, namely, complaint. And there is 
no shortage of things to complain about. 
As the weeks have turned to months and 
we are in this liminal space longer and 
longer, it seems that above all we just 
desperately want a return to “normal.” 


As | have been working through Num- 
bers these past months, a sobering 
but unshakable series of thoughts 
have occurred to me: 


e What if we as Christians are 
regarding our pre-COVID-19 
“normal” life in the way that 
Israel regarded Egypt: a place 
of security and prosperity? 


e What if COVID-19 is God's 
means to liberate us from a 
place of debilitating slavery? 


e What if God Is preparing a 
“home" or a Promised Land 
of peace and security on the 
other side of this wilderness 
liminality? 


If these thoughts are anywhere near 
the mark, the most pertinent question 
emerges: 


e How do we navigate this 
wilderness, this liminal space, 
in such a way that it is a fruitful 
place of becoming, a place of 
productive formation? 


lf our situation is at all comparable to 
Israel's experience in the wilderness, we 
need to take care not to repeat the mis- 
takes of our predecessors. Some pro- 
posed solutions to our context sound 
eerily similar to those of Israel: return to 
“Egypt,” choose new leaders, simply die 
inthe wilderness, or join with the “nations” 
in trusting foreign “deities.” Tragically, 
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the Sinai Peninsula was strewn with the 
bones of those who proposed such solu- 
tions. The wilderness experience was 
extremely challenging for Israel; it was 
a place of formation and deformation, 
a place of incredible unity and of division, 
a placethat against all odds sustained the 
life of God's people, but also cost many 
their lives. Ultimately, it was a place of di- 
vine presence, leading and revelation. 


Formation in the 
Wilderness Liminality of 
COVID-19 


How, then, do we navigate our current 
wilderness in such a way that we are 
formed as the people of God, learn- 
ing the right lessons from Israel's wil- 
derness experience? First, we must 
acknowledge and let sink in the truth 
that God has us right where he wants 
us. He has guided us into this experi- 
ence, he has a purpose for it, and he is 
accomplishing that purpose. 


Second, we must also acknowledge 
that although some of God's purposes 
may be clear, we don't know the full ex- 
tent of what God is doing through this 
pandemic. In fact, even beyond the di- 


FIRST, WE MUST 
ACKNOWLEDGE 


AND LET SINK IN THE 
TRUTH THAT GOD HAS 
US RIGHT WHERE HE 


WANTS US. 


vine will, | am convinced that the facts 
of this pandemic and the truth of what 
is fully going onis beyond us. | fear that 
many of our complaints are fueled by 
interpretations of our situation that 
may not be true. We need a posture of 
humility and a prayerful and active dis- 
cernment through these very uncer- 
tain times. Stepping away from news 
and social media might facilitate this 
kind of prayerful discernment. 


Third, none of us are our best selves 
in this wilderness liminality, and we 
need to acknowledge that individual- 


ly and communally we are vulnerable 
to attacks from within and without, as 
was Israel in the wilderness. A greater 
amount of patience, grace and self- 
care is needed in these times. The cir- 
cumstances of the pandemic have in 
many ways dismantled our daily and 
weekly rhythms. The rituals and hab- 
its enshrined in the instructions from 
Sinai grounded the Israelites and were 
intended as regular reminders of who 
they were and what God had done for 
them. In our times, these kinds of ha- 
bitual practices are difficult (and so we 
need to be intentional and creative), 
but also ever so vital for our own health 
and the health of our communities. 


Fourth, our calling to be a light to the 
nations is not put on pause during the 
pandemic, though the context makes 
it particularly challenging. Together we 
need to commit to being salt and light 
in our places. Our communities should 
be havens of rest and pictures of Jesus’ 
glorious Kingdom and not places that 
mirror the harmful divisiveness that is 
on display in our culture. 


Fifth, as we wait, a recovery of the 
biblical practice of lament, guided by 
the Psalms of lament, which is much 


different than disbelieving complaint, 
may help us actively lean into our chal- 
lenging circumstances. Ultimately, we 
need an unswerving trust in the triune 
God, a trust that helps us reconceive 
this wilderness, not as a place of de- 
bilitating waste, but as a place where 
we encounter God and find ourselves 
nourished and sustained by him. 


Jesus himself provided us with an ex- 
ample of how to navigate the wilderness. 
After his baptism and before launching 
into his ministry, he spent 40 days in the 
wilderness. Hungry, alone and vulner- 
able, he navigated the wilderness with 
success, whereas the first wilderness 
generation of Israelites failed. He faced 
the attacks of the evil one, equipped only 
with the expressed revelation of God 
and trust in his heavenly father. Clearly 
through his life, death and resurrection, 
he ultimately defeated Satan and his 
hosts on our behalf, but his example in 
the wilderness, like Israel's before him, 
can offer instruction. Cultivating habits of 


divine presence, listening, prayer and rit- 
uals aid the formative process in wilder- 
ness liminality. Israel provides a largely 
negative instruction, but Jesus points us 
to a better way. 


| pray that God will have mercy on us 
and guide us to the other side of this 
pandemic, accomplishing his purpos- 
es through it. | also pray that this wil- 
derness becomes a place of divine en- 
counter and nourishment—ultimately 
a place of healthy spiritual formation as 
we wait for his deliverance. @ 


An earlier version of this essay titled 
“Leading Beyond the Wilderness: 
What the Book of Numbers 
Teaches Us about Navigating 
COVID-19” was published by 
Redeemer City-to-City. 


For more on this topic you can listen 
to Dr. David Beldman’'s interview on 
the Biblical Mind Podcast. 


Dr. David Beldmanis associate professor and 
department chair of religion and theology. 


[1] For some of the examples and many of the insights about liminality, | arn indebted to the excellent work in 
Carmen Joy Imes, Bearing God's Name: Why Sinai Still Matters (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2019). 
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Students returned 
to in-person learning 
on Feb. 17. 


this summer for asp 
a-Xoltola Mab al-Ke[olgel 
permission to slow dow 
honour the simplicity of 


While working at the King’s 
Garden, third-year student 
Blessing Oluloto, not only 
learned how to grow food, 
but saw how God works 
through service to others. 


ORN IN NIGERIA and raised in West Africa, Blessing 

Oluloto realized early in life that work is most meaningful when 

the motivation is to serve God and elevate the needs of others 

above your own. The daughter of expat missionaries, Oluloto has 
seen firsthand the beauty of vocation in action, which inspired her to major in 
honours politics: international development. Eager to put this into practice 
right away, Oluloto began volunteering at West Highland Church in Hamilton 
and became involved with the King’s Garden. 


Oluloto has been a member of West Highland for three years. Last year, 

she applied for a posting for a summer outreach intern position, a role that 
allowed her to become more acquainted with the community and develop 

a deeper connection with it. As the church cancelled its summer programs 
due to the pandemic, her primary focus became the King’s Garden. As stated 
on West Highland’s website, this initiative, “grows fresh produce to help the 
needy in Hamilton, using a volunteer workforce to supply local food banks, 
soup kitchens as well as identified individuals and families.” Additionally, they 
rent out garden plots to nearby community members. 


With limited gardening experience, Oluloto assisted wherever she could, tilling 
soil, seeding, weeding, watering and harvesting vegetables. During the process 
she learned that gardening “is not for sissies,’ and gained an understanding of the 
true cost of food. This not only helped to prove the importance of her efforts, but 
it also reinforced her Christian ideals. “I enjoyed working at the garden because 

I knew that the work of my hands served the needs of another” Beyond her 
gardening duties, she made sure to include ministry at the centre of her work, 
leading devotionals and prayer and closely connecting with those she met. 


Oluloto not only saw how God was working through her in the lives of others, 
but how God was working in her own life. Now that the season has come and 
gone, Oluloto says, “Nothing happens haphazardly. I think the Lord sent me 
there this summer for a specific reason. The garden gave me permission to 
slow down and honour the simplicity of life.” Though it was hard work, the 
garden offered Oluloto a peace that contrasted with the despair of the media 
and the chaos of the world, and, in addition to providing vegetables, gave her 
an opportunity to nourish her mind and soul. 


Gardening is slow going, something that cannot be rushed, and that requires 
both time and dedication. Oluloto recalls Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has made 


everything beautiful in its time?” 
averse her mom used to recite 

to her, but one she never truly 
understood until working in the 
King’s Garden. “Every stage of the 
gardening process is beautiful and 
valuable. Every row of vegetables has 
a specific purpose for its existence. 
No one plant grows at the same rate 
as another, yet they both give fruit 
that is nourishment for someone.” 


Oluloto says these principles apply 
not just to gardening, but to her life 

as well. He has made each of us unique 
with our own purpose and calling. Just 
as with gardening, our walk with God 
is a long process, but we must trust 
that God is nurturing us and tilling us 
into something greater. 


“Enjoy the seasons you find yourself 
in; do your best to grow at your own 
pace; enjoy the sun, ingest nutritious 
content for your body and mind and 
you just might be surprised at how 
much fruit your life will yield? she says. 


An inspirational message today, 
and every day. @ 
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Each year, senior 
students gather 
from their various 
programs to work 
on asemester- 
long project that 
addresses a societal 
or cultural issue. 
Here’s a look at 
some of their hard 
work and unique 
initiatives. 
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DIVERSIF YING NON-PROFIT REVENUE STREAMS 


TEAM MEMBERS: Roberta Miedema, Madison Wagter, Monica Fennema, 
Lauryn Francisco, Alexa White, Hannah Mesa 


AS A NON-PROFIT, EduDeo Ministries relies mostly on donations. 
Recently, it established a stable revenue stream by launching an online store 
committed to exclusively fair-trade products. Its recent success comes from 
help from a core capstone group of Redeemer students. 


“Our job was to expand it and come up with recommendations for which 
items to include and customer surveys,’ says student Lauryn Francisco. 


What attracted most of the group to EduDeo was their work providing 
Christ-centred education around the world. 


“I was interested in their international scope and the work they do overseas,’ says 
student Monica Fennema. “I really wanted that to be a component of the project.” 


“THEY RE 
ETHICALLY 
SOURCED 

AND ENVIRON- 
MENTALLY 
FRIENDLY.” 


Building from this, the students 
believe that making education more 
globally accessible, especially through 
fair trade, is a true reflection of 
Christian principles and ethics. 


“Choosing an area in the world 
where you see a need and using 
time and resources to make those 
children’s lives better, that really 
shows God's love,” says student 
Alexa White. 


“Our research required us to 

look for fair-trade products 
around the world,” adds Fennema. 
“They're ethically sourced and 
environmentally friendly, which 
contributes to creation care and 
the restoration of all life, not just 
person-to-person interactions.” 


Now that the revamped store is 
officially up and running, the group 
looks forward to the long-term 
benefits it will bring to EduDeo and 
the communities it serves. 


“The goal is to help them bring 

in consistent revenue to cover 
administrative costs and allow them 
to be more financially independent,” 
says White. “It will also support 
domestic and international fair-trade 
organizations, which will, in turn, 
improve the communities they're 
part of and the people who live and 
work there.” 


COMMUNICATION IN LONG-TERM CARE 


TEAM MEMBERS: Sophia Bradbury, Maria Gonzalez, Kaitlyn Hogeterp, 
Gichan Hong, Chloe Rozema 


THE ISSUE OF how information about residents is communicated 

to their families at two of Hamilton's long-term care homes, Macassa and 
Wentworth Lodges, became all the more prevalent due to COVID-19. Students 
tackled how to improve communication methods and began by conducting 

a survey amongst the residents and their family members to discern where 
significant changes could be made. 


“The survey asked if they had any ideas around using an online platform, 
website or any other intercommunication methods,’ says student Kaitlyn 
Hogeterp. “Our questions ended up giving some options that came out of 
further conversations with staff and where they wanted to head with it, 
adds student Sophia Bradbury. 


After analyzing the results in collaboration with the homes’ staff 
members, it was determined that the best solution would be to 
implement an electronic platform that communicates events, dinners 
and regulation updates. Although actually implementing the required 
technology was outside the group’s scope of work, their research offered 
a strong stepping stone. 


“It could be as simple as fixing [the homes’] phone calling systems, showing 
the residents how to use tablets or adding more people to their email 
distribution lists” says Bradbury. 


“If we can't properly connect with others, how can we treat them with the 
love and respect they deserve as human beings made in the image of God?” 
says Hogeterp. 


“It’s also a call to be stewards of what we have and can do, says Bradbury. 
“A place like a long-term care home wants to provide the best services 
with what they have. We just helped facilitate better stewardship of 
those resources.” 


ES 
RESOURCES FOR HELPING HANDS STREET MISSION 


TEAM MEMBERS: Klaudia Poplawska, Carraugh Brouwer, Idayanti Payung, 
Josh Verburg, Austin Clelland 


HELPING HANDS STREET Mission is well established in 
Hamilton’s Barton Street community, but it wanted to better serve the needs 
of its members through a catalogue of other local resources. The students 
helped to accomplish this in two ways. First, they compiled a quick, accessible 
online database that included women’s shelters, food banks, housing support, 
employment opportunities and other resources geared towards Barton 
Village residents. Next, this information was put on branded “pocket cards” 
for member's who don’t own a cellphone or have access to the internet. 


“When the volunteers spoke one-on-one with members, they didn’t always know 
about specific organizations to direct them to? says student Idayanti Payung. 


Along with the opportunity to help those in need, what the group found most 
rewarding was seeing the tangible outcome of their contributions. 


“The database and pocket cards are there if they want to use them,” 
says Payung. “I like that we know they're being put to good use now that 
we've finished.” 


A huge contributor to the project’s success was that the students addressed 
a real-world issue by bringing together the individual passions and skillsets 
they gained in the classroom. 


“(Helping Hands] assists some people with mental health issues, and that’s what 
I want to go into since I’m studying psychology and theology,’ says student 
Austin Clelland. “The graphic design aspect was really attractive as well” 


“I’m in the sciences, so I sometimes use databases for research. Creating one 
was an exciting challenge,” says student Carraugh Brouwer. 


The group encountered many causes and faces of poverty throughout the 
semester, which motivated them to create a well-rounded database that 


caters to the circumstances and 
individual needs of each member 
of Helping Hands. 


“Christians are called to serve the 
poor, but this project recognizes 

that there are different ways to be 
poor,” says Brouwer. “People can 

be struggling financially, but they 

can also be poor spiritually or have 
poor mental health. The variety of 
resources we had in the database 
allowed for a more holistic approach” 


ART APPRECIATION 
ON CAMPUS 


TEAM MEMBERS: Emma Hill, 
Maggie Ford, Jewel Klumpenhouwer 


IT'S NO SECRET that 
Redeemer’s campus is home to many 
stunning works of art. However, it 

can become all too easy for them to 
fade into the background rather than 
stand out as the thought-provoking, 
meticulously crafted pieces they are. 
This group was tasked with increasing 
the art appreciation on campus, which 
was accomplished by contacting the 
artist behind each piece and sending 
out a student engagement survey. 


“Most students voted for an Instagram 
page or a website that would walk 
them through the art gallery; says 
student Emma Hill. “It was interesting 
to see the different ways we could 
catalogue the pieces and contribute to 
this aspect of a liberal arts education” 


The group made sure to emphasize 
the inspiration for and meaning of 

each piece, something Hill believes 
is integral to a Christian worldview. 


“Art allows us to express our faith, 
and a lot of the pieces on campus are 
by Christian artists and depict images 
that can help others grow in their 
own faith. It also brings communities 
together and helps people express 
their emotions, which is a huge part 
of what being a Christian community 
means at Redeemer.” 


_ 


|New» week 
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Moving forward, Hill and the rest of the group hope that the student community 
comes together and fosters a deeper appreciation for the holistic nature of 
Redeemer’s curriculum. 


“There’s sometimes a divide between the science students and the art students, 
so I think it’s important for us to be able to find some common ground,” says 
Hill. “Students will also get to experience all aspects of what it means to have 

a Christian liberal arts education and, hopefully, become more invested in the 
community by understanding what's actually displayed on our school walls” 


INDIGENOUS MEDICINE GARDEN 


TEAM MEMBERS: Emily Bootsma, Sarah Hesman, Theresa Kornelsen, 
Mykayla Tiessen 


THE IDEA OF a medicine garden came out of the desire to create 

a place of healing and reconciliation with Canada’s Indigenous population. 
While it will be located on campus, one of the group's primary goals is 
accessibility for the larger community. 


“We want the garden to be open to everyone at Redeemer but also to the 
broader community so they can learn something too and enjoy it,” says 
student Emily Bootsma. 


Everything in the garden will be intended for medicinal and nutritional 
purposes, ranging from simple sustenance to more complex treatments. 


“For example, there could be strawberries for eating and sweetgrass that 
could be braided into a basket,’ says student Sarah Hesman. “There are many 


plants we'd like to include that have 
medicinal benefits and could be made 
into a tea to treat something like 

a cold. We wanted to focus on plants 
that could help students with common 
ailments.” 


A foundation of Indigenous culture, 
cultivating health and healing from 
the land was a tried and true method 
long before chemically synthesized 
medicine. 


“To us, using plants as medicines 
seems like a step back, but it’s more 
of a switch to another perspective 
because for Indigenous people the 
earth is the medicine,’ says Bootsma. 


When it comes to Indigenous culture 
and Christianity, Bootsma advocates 
that listening and learning about other 
worldviews is part of what it means 

to lovingly engage one’s neighbour 
and helps us see the diversity of God's 
creation. She also stated that despite 
their many differences, care for the 
environment can be common ground 
for the two belief systems. 


“For Indigenous people, being 
stewards is a big part of who they 
are because they're so rooted in the 
land. We’ve kind of lost that in our 
Western culture, but Christians are 
called to be stewards and to take 
care of creation.” @ 
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PPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT with God and HotSpot, a regular worship night 
each other to worship and grow spiritually at Redeemer looked at Redeemer, was transformed 
a bit different this year, but God is still present and moving. into Mobile HotSpot. Rather than 
Redeemer aims to integrate faith into all aspects of life and gathering together for worship, 
learning for its students. While the classroom is a key part of this process, dorms booked time slots and the 
the university also offers many other opportunities for spiritual growth and musicians and worship leaders 
for connecting with God and others. came to them. Dormmates could 
then worship together with their _ ~ s 
“We're aiming to equip students for lives of service under the lordship of own household. Lewis says he heard 
Christ,’ says Josiah Bokma, Redeemer’s chaplain. alot of great feedback-about this 
event. “This is what many students 
As chaplain, Bokma, in collaboration with the chapel team, residence life staff, were longing for. They-just wanted = 
student leaders and faculty, leads the Redeemer community through a variety to be able to come together and 


of spiritual touch points throughout the year. These include weekly chapel, sing praises.” 
spiritual and pastoral care, discipleship groups and a variety of other events 
designed to help students fully accept the love of Jesus and grow in their 
journey with him. “We want to instigate a sense of the thrill of power and 
truth of Christ’s Kingdom,” he says. “God is way bigger than we imagine!” 


But with the arrival of COVID-19 in Ontario, it became clear that the usual 
spiritual activities and rhythms on campus would need-to:change. With virtual 
meeting fatigue becoming a hurdle, Bokma knew things would need to play out 
differently. “We have to persevere in being creative with community, for the love 
of others, not just ourselves’ 


With this in mind, Bokma, along with student leaders involved with spiritual 
activities and ministries, set out with fresh eyes and a renewed sense of purpose. 


“Instead of just repeating what's been done before, it was really interesting 
to rethink things,’ says Matthew Lewis, chair of the spiritual activities and 
services committee (SASC) of student senate. He worked with the committee 
to implement a number of new ideas and twists on well-loved activities. They 
created a prayer walk with different stations around campus with a focus on 
peace and solitude. Students could visit the stations and pray, then walk and 
pray. “We wanted to access how students were feeling about the pandemic, 
let them sit in silence and walk with God” 
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The Common Ground, the men’s ~ 
ministry at Redeemer, also had to get ~_ 
creative.about their activities. “Zoom 
--—-—_ is nice-and it’s easy, but at the end of 
are school day, nobody wants to do 
~~ another Zoom -call?- said Rowan § Scott. = 


a _- 


: — = ones of The Com Common-Ground’s leaders. 
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—— rocead oe conleadér—— 
a ~ Johnathan; Gordon put thelr héads . — 
oe = together to:come- up witha weekly — 


=, email newSletter-that included 
=" = : _ video “yideor testimonies, -adevotional-and —_ 


links to other resources. Then they 

__ encouraged readers to get together 
Within their dorms.and talk about - 
what they had heard and learned. 
“Even though we're not meeting, | 
we're all talking about the same 
things. In that way, we still feel like | 
part of the community,’ said Gordon. < 
“A big word that came up for me was 
peace. If our newsletter could bring 
a moment of peacé, we wanted to be 
vessels of that” — 


oe 


ministry they organized a disc golf 
_ tournament oncampus that observed 

health guidelines. Over the summer. - -- ~— 

they also reached out to students _ 

with a plan to make a physically 

distanced visit with their free-coffee 

van. “Some of these people hadn't had 

any human interaction in a couple of 

months’ said Gordon.‘ “We batexticctel 
== =~ ‘we'd see what's going on in their 
lives and make sure theyre okay.’ 
The free- coffee v. was outfitted 
With Christmastights, lo-fimusic, — 
e@at-voreqrorem oy veler-ve(eMo) course, free ; 
coffee. “It was one of the most joyful_ 
days of the summer!” said Gordon. 


Bokma has been encouraged by. m 
the Redeemer community. Not "iste 
ee = only have facultyand staff Worked ~~~ ~~ 


a Ko pone swatGnessok the men's 


“F 

hard ee for students well, he says, but student leaders have also-been 
~~ creative in reaching out to provide cc community. In the spirit of Song of 
“Solomon :8°5, his hope is that Redeemer comes out of this wilderness season 
Saas on. forty beloved, Jesus, and his beloved, the church. His prayer is that 
“we-emerge from the pandemic more in love with Christ and more united as 
=his:church. = - 

“Phe collective tevel of aren has —- high” Bokma laments. “We've all 
~ been stretched in that Way. We aren't self-sufficient. We can't be all, we don't 


—~—know all, but God's grace is available for us, right now, every-day, all day” @ 
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Redeemer Voices 


Mercel Bautista is pursuing her degree in 
social work and digital media. She loves sports 
and has learned the importance of a strong 
faith community while being at Redeemer. 


Home Base 


Born and raised in Ottawa, Ontario! 


I'm double majoring in social 
work and digital media. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


The most interesting thing 

l've learned at Redeemer isn't 
actually something | learned ina 
classroom. Being at Redeemer, 

| learned the importance of 
community and how it's important 
to surround yourself with people 
who will influence and challenge 
you to better yourself. 


| stopped growing in Grade 6 
and I've been § ft tall since then. 
Growing up I've always played 
sports, but my main sports were 
volleyball and basketball. With 
that being said, | think one thing 
that makes me unique is that 

| play sports made for tall people. 


Coming to Redeemer, | had a 
difficult time transitioning to 
university and leaving home, 

as well as leaving family and 
friends. Since | was little, | was 
taught that when life gets rough 
| turn to God, but during this 
time | forgot to do just that. 


“TLEARNED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF COMMUNITY AND HOW IT'S 
IMPORTANT TO SURROUND 
YOURSELF WITH PEOPLE WHO 
WILL INFLUENCE AND CHALLENGE 
YOU TO BETTER YOURSELF. ” 
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When | finally realized | couldn't 
do this alone, | went back and 
found my identity and strength 
through Christ. | think it was 
during this time that | realized 
my faith is so important. 


In Conversation with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face, 
| want to ask “How do you love so 
easily?” 


Redeemer Love 


y favourite thing about 
Redeemer is the community! 
When | would walk to class, 
always made sure to leave 

my dorm five minutes early so 
had time to talk to people in the 
commons, or have conversations 
in the hallway. The Redeemer 
community is amazing, and I'm 
so blessed to be a part of it! @ 
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VIRTUALLY MENTORED 


Pointing 
At-Risk 
Youth to the 
Living Rock 


Jennifer deVries ’00 is rethinking outreach 
ministry during a pandemic in her role as 
executive director of Living Rock Ministries. 


T'S BEEN OVER 20 years since Redeemer alumna 

Jennifer deVries’ life-changing summer at Living Rock—a youth 

centre planted in the core of downtown Hamilton. Two decades 

later, Jennifer still enters the front doors of that red brick 
building, but no longer as a summer student. 


Today, she’s the executive director. 


Though deVries has certainly found that sweet spot where gifts, passion, 
career and calling collide, her journey has not always been so certain. For 
years, she wondered what her path would be. 


“When I started at Redeemer, I did not have a clear idea of what I wanted 
to do after graduation. Though many things sparked my interest, nothing 
seemed like a viable career path. The liberal arts stream was great, as it 
allowed me to explore multiple options in those first few years of studies.” 


Along the way, deVries’ passion for diving headfirst into new experiences also 
helped her discover a new piece in the puzzle of what her career would be. 


“I took multiple opportunities to try something new, including a mission trip 
to Honduras, Mission to Seafarers in Montreal, weekly downtown Hamilton 
volunteer opportunities in children’s clubs, student senate, intramurals, trips 
to Florida with dormmates and on-campus employment.” 


It was after these rich experiences in the classroom and on campus that 


deVries declared a major in youth ministry and minors in social work and 
business. She spent years praying and journaling, longing to know what 
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God’s will was for her life. Little did 
she know that God was knitting 
together all her experiences to 
prepare her for the place she would 
passionately serve for the next 20- 
plus years. 


“T had an opportunity for summer 
student employment at Living Rock 
Ministries and 20 years later I am 
still serving there,” she says. 


Living Rock is a safe place of 
community and support serving at- 
risk youth for 35 years in downtown 
Hamilton. They provide essential 
supports to one of Hamilton’s most 
vulnerable populations: youth 
between the ages of 13 and 25 

who are affected by loss of family, 
poverty, substance misuse and 
mental health issues. 


With a passionate team by her side, 
deVries spends her days dedicated to 
ensuring that youth in Hamilton have 
everything they need to thrive and 
have a future. 


“Youth receive support and 
assistance with navigating the social 
systems to find ways to meet their 
basic needs of food, education and 
shelter. The programs and services 
offered at Living Rock provide a 
continuum of care for youth and their 
children while offering opportunities 
for personal development, life skills 
and employment training. We have 

a distinct call to show up and create 
a safe space for youth to be seen, 
known and loved. Our messages 

of hope and care point to Christ, 


extending the invitation to know him. 
That is our prayer and that is why we 
are so committed to this work” 


At the beginning of 2020, just before 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Jennifer 
stepped into her role as executive 
director at Living Rock. COVID-19 
has taken its toll on urban ministries, 
and Living Rock is no exception. 


“The first few months of the 
pandemic were filled with 
uncertainty,’ says deVries. “We 

took this opportunity to pause, find 
our grounding and to reaffirm our 
purpose. This mindset launched us 
into finding new ways to do former 
things. Meals were soon offered out 
our side door in a take-out format 
and chairs were placed two metres 
apart around our building. A porta- 
potty along with a hand washing 
station was placed in the back alley” 


With a desire to reach out to 

teens who may not be able to leave 
their houses or neighbourhoods, 
Living Rock was able to purchase 

a cargo van with the support of 

a generous donation. 


Li 


“WE GOT CREATIVE AND FIGURED 
OUT HOW WE COULD SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY CONTINUE TO MEET 
THE NEEDS OF AT-RISK YOUTH.” 


“Despite the challenges we faced, we got creative and figured out how we 
could safely and effectively continue to meet the needs of at-risk youth.” 


Looking back to her years at Redeemer, deVries knows it was her willingness 
to open her hands to what God had for her that ultimately allowed her to 
find a career that truly fit. She offers the same advice to current and future 
Redeemer students. 


“Embrace the experience and this unique time in your life story. Accept and 
celebrate the community and support that Redeemer can offer you and be 
open to new experiences and opportunities.” 


As she continues to navigate the complexities of leading a ministry well 
during a pandemic, deVries clings to the same anchor that grounded her 
through her years of discovering her career path. 


“All parts of life are in his control. He is in charge, working all things 


for his glory, despite the unknowns or the uncertainties about what 
lies ahead.” @ 
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Cultivating 


Creation in the 


Vola 4 0) F:Ler= 


James Cuthbert ‘09 owns 
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in offices and homes across 
southern Ontario. 


EFORE CUTHBERT EVEN 
started his first class at Redeemer, he had 
intentions of leaving. “I had planned on 
coming to Redeemer to experience Christian 
education for a year and then move on toa publie 
university,’ he explains. But once he arrived, Cuthbert 
was drawn into the community life on campus and the 
engaging academics in the classroom. 


Cuthbert declared an honours kinesiology major and 
double minors in business and religion. “I remember 
meeting with the registrar to plan my degree and 
courses...I don’t think he had ever had someone choose 
this type of study path!” For Cuthbert, it was the core 
courses at Redeemer that led him here. 


The core program is a key part of the university's 
dedication to the liberal arts. Students take 10 
interdisciplinary classes complementing their majors 
and ultimately preparing them for their careers and 
callings. Cuthbert was a bit apprehensive when he first 
registered for his courses. 
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courses that weren't a part of that plan. But, after taking 

a few courses I realized, ‘Okay, this might not be what 

I want. The core courses helped open up my perspective 
and consider other fields of study and careers to pursue.” 


It wasn't just academics that shaped Cuthbert’s 
experience at Redeemer. He accredits the community 
life on campus as a life-shaping experience. 


“Living in dorms and being on campus teaches you so 
many practical lessons, like how to make friends and how 
to live in community where you cook meals together.” 


It was a friend from Redeemer who first gave Cuthbert 

a job in landscaping, which moved his interest to caring 
for creation. “I first got started in landscaping by meeting 
a friend who was looking for people to work the summer 
at his dad’s company. I worked there on and off for about 
seven years. It was working there that led me to want to 
work at Urban Green.” 


After graduation, Cuthbert’s career path was in student 
services, working at several Canadian universities 
including Redeemer. It was while working for Redeemer 
that,Cuthbert had a revelation to work with Urban Green. 


7 oe & ~ 2 ee | = of. I 
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“I remember I was talking to Dr. Berkelaar and Dr. 
Brouwer about my interest in working with green spaces 
and plants and asked about programs that might have 
courses I could take. They suggested I talk to Peter 
Tigchelaar who had a company called Urban Green.” As it 
turned out, Tigchelaar was looking for someone to take 
over his business, and Cuthbert was the person for the job. 


In 2018, Tigchelaar retired and Cuthbert made the essential workplaces.’ Cuthbert is also partnering with 
decision to buy the company. His dream of owning his Redeemer to design and develop a green wall in its new 
own business was coming true. residence and learning facility. 

Cuthbert has been with Urban Green for six years and As a Redeemer alumnus who has had a vast range of 
counting. And though the COVID-19 pandemic has experiences, Cuthbert stresses the importance of getting 
thrown a few curve balls, he is hopeful about how his out of your comfort zone to find your calling. 


business can bring life to home workspaces. 
“Don't be afraid to put yourself out there and try 


“We had a weird year where we lost the most clients, something new. I was on the varsity basketball team and 
but we also gained the most clients. With more people it taught me so much about work-life balance and how 
working from home, we've been installing and caring to juggle priorities. Those experiences have helped me in 
for plants and living walls in home offices as well as in my career and in my family life. Be open to learning new 


things and hearing different perspectives—they could 
help you discover your calling in life.” 


As for his advice for current or future students, Cuthbert 
continues to advocate for the type of posture he has learned 
to live by through the years—with hands wide open. 


“It’s easy to get frustrated and think that God isn’t letting 
your dreams come true. But try to be open to seeing 
new opportunities ahead of you. If 1 didn’t take a chance 
at Redeemer and try something outside of my initial life 
plan, I wouldn’t have owned my own business and would 
be in a much different spot today.” @ 
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Ecological 
Innovation 
at CMU 


By spearheading a campus-wide 
composting initiative at Canadian 
Mennonite University in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Justin Eisinga '15 Is able 
to combine his two great passions: 
theology and environmental care. 


N THE FIRST pages of Genesis, God gives 
Adam and Eve one of the central commandments: 
to take care and establish dominion from each 
large animal to the smallest speck of soil. For 
alumnus and current theology graduate student at Canadian 
Mennonite University Justin Eisinga, this profound partnership 
between theology and the environment has been at the 
forefront of his mind for quite some time. 


“One of my interests, research-wise, has been ecology and 
theology, which comes out of my experience in Indigenous circles 
and learning from theologians who are working to reconcile the 
relationship between Indigenous people and the church,’ says 
Eisinga. “That would be the main source, people who've taught me 
that we need to find resources within the Christian tradition to 
restore our relationship with the land” 


Eisinga’s passion led him to A Rocha Canada, 

a Christian organization that seeks to show 
God's love for creation through scientific 
research, conservation, environmental 

education and sustainable agriculture. On 

Earth Day 2020, after they became Climate 
Smart certified, CMU partnered with A Rocha 

to implement a composting initiative to reduce 
waste buildup in landfills, thereby inhibiting the 
release of methane in the atmosphere. Due to his 
established relationship with A Rocha, Eisinga has 
been tasked with spearheading the project. 


“Redeemer did a good 
job of helping me 


develop that vocabulary 


and the lens through 


which I now see.” 


“My role started as the compost coordinator, 

but I've transitioned into working on sustainability 
projects for the university into the winter and next 
year,” he explains. 


All composted material will be used as fertilizer for 
CMU’s farming collective, Metanoia Farmers, along 
with campus landscaping and staff and student 
community gardens. 


“Long term, the vision is that the project will be 
integrated into CMU’s academic and community 
programming. Hopefully, CMU becomes even 
more of a place of learning and relationship- 
building not just between people, but people and 
the earth. We'd also like it to become a student- 
run initiative, which will benefit students on 
campus by giving them the opportunity to learn 
and work? 


As he strategizes different ways to help the project 
mature and grow, Eisinga looks back on his time at 
Redeemer as the starting point of his distinct goals 
and worldview. 


“I was given a holistic vision of what God’s plan 
for creation really is. Redeemer did a good job of 
helping me develop that vocabulary and the lens 
through which I now see” @ 


Two Redeemer alumni 
share their experiences with 
classical education through 
teaching positions at Oak 
Hill Academy in Ancaster. 


OR ZACH KINGMA ‘19, 
teaching was a part of his career 
plans from early on because of some 
excellent role models. “My 8th grade 
and high school teachers struck me as wise 
individuals. They invested in their students and 
they genuinely cared about me,’ says the Grade 5 
teacher at Oak Hill Academy. 


For Grace Rajballie 20, the road to a teaching career 
was a more gradual journey. The Grade 2 teacher at 
Oak Hill has many teachers in her family and initially 
wanted to do something different. But the more she 
explored her strengths, the more teaching drew her 
in. “Now I know this is something I want to do for 
the rest of my career’ 


Both teachers are now experiencing the world 
of classical education at Oak Hill Academy. Oak 
Hill has a number of connections to Redeemer 


alumni, including founder Doug Sikkema 06, who is an assistant 
professor of English at Redeemer. “What drew me to classical 
education was the integration and coherence of the curriculum,’ 
says Sikkema. “Not only were students provided a rich curriculum, 
but they connect that to a historical timeline. In addition to this, 
discipleship and virtue formation are prioritized in school liturgies” 


Classical education depends on a three-part process of training 
the mind called the trivium, made up of grammar, logic and 
rhetoric. Grammar is the mechanics of language, logic is 

the mechanics of thought and analysis, and rhetoric is the 
application of language in order to instruct or persuade. The 
quadrivium then rounds out the liberal arts education with 
arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy. 


“We're trying to instill this sense of awe and wonder and just 
help the students grow as people, citizens of the Kingdom of 
God,’ says Kingma, adding that mastery of a subject before 
moving on to something new is the goal. “We do a lot more 
discussion-based learning. We sit with topics and wrestle with 
them and allow for open discussion and conversation. Students 
take responsibility for their own learning” 


Rajballie reflects on teaching her students about plants and 
flowers where she was able to take them outside and actually 
show them what they were learning about. “My students are 
really involved with the learning process.” 


Both alumni credit Redeemer in preparing them well for their 
careers. Rajballie said the small class sizes allowed for more 
interaction and opportunities to give presentations than she 
would have had at other schools, which gave her the confidence 
to explain concepts to her Oak Hill students. 


As a liberal arts university, Redeemer prepared Kingma to think 
broadly about a range of subjects, not just a narrow field of study. 
“Diving into different areas of knowledge was important for 
preparing for classical education. It wasn’t completely foreign to 
me because of what I learned at Redeemer. I appreciated that” 
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SINCE REDEEMER 


Sharing the stories 


We have over 6,000 alumni all over the world 
who have all types of life experiences in all types 
of careers. We're sharing their stories on social 
media, with the hashtag #SinceRedeemer, 
and in the pages of each issue of Resound. 


JORDAN SEQUILLION '17 


After graduating with a bachelor 
of science in kinesiology, Jordan 
moved to Maryland and earned 
her chiropractic assistant license. 
Until the arrival of COVID-19, she 
worked as a chiropractic assistant 
at Howard County Chiropractic in 
Columbia, Maryland. 


CAMERON OEGEMA 713 


Cameron holds a bachelor of 
arts in religion and theology 
from Redeemer and a master of 


divinity from Heritage Theological 
Seminary. He lives in Ingersoll, 
Ontario and is pursuing ordained 
ministry in the Christian 
Reformed Church through 

The Ecclesiastical Program for 
Ministerial Candidacy (EPMC) at 
Calvin Theological Seminary. 


BRETT DEWING '03 


Brett holds a bachelor of arts 

in English and theatre arts 

rom Redeemer, a bachelor of 
education with a New York State 
teaching certification from Brock 
University and a master of fine 
arts in creative writing from the 
University of Guelph. He teaches 
creative writing at Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, New York. 


KATHRYN WESTON 19 


After graduating, Kathryn 
spent time travelling in Hong 
Kong, Vietnam and Thailand 
before returning to school. In 
December 2020, she graduated 
with a bachelor of social work 
from the University of Waterloo 
and works as a partner contact 
counsellor at Catholic Family 
Services of Hamilton. 


REV. DR. JONATHAN 
REININK '08 


Jonathan completed his 
master of divinity and master 

of arts in Christian education at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
In 2019, he graduated with a 
doctor of ministry from Boston 
University and currently serves 
as the associate pastor for 
congregational care and growth 
at First Presbyterian Church of 
Columbia, Missouri. 


Have a story to share? Post it on social media, tag us and use the hashtag #SinceRedeemer, or email alumni@redeemer.ca. 


We'd love to hear from and connect with you! 
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The Redeemer bookstore 


is your one stop shop for all 
things Redeemer. We have 
everything you need to show 
your love of Redeemer proudly! 


You can also follow us on Instagram 


We also carry a wide variety Please email us at 

of titles to expand your library. today 
And if we don’t have what with any questions, or inquiries. 
you're looking for, we can order We would love to serve you. 


it in for you! We offer shipping 
and contactless pick up. 


for the latest in Redeemer apparel, 


books we’re bringing in, contests and more. 


SIGNIFICANT 
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Recogniz 
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Program's 
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xcellence 


Redeemer’s 
ede EDEEMER UNIVERSITY HAS always has always 


bachelor of arts in striven for excellence in the whole-person development of its 
; . students. This has resulted in an academic experience that is not 
bu siness ma rketi Ng only intellectually robust, but that challenges students to think 
p rog ram h as about how their gifts, interests and ambitions fit within the grander arc of 
God’s redemptive narrative. 


received official 
accreditation from 


The business program stands out in its advocacy of biblical principles in business 
such as justice, truth and humility. This is clearly reflected in the overview of the 


th e C h artere d marketing stream, whose mission, according to Redeemer's website, is to “develop 
; and execute a clear and compelling marketing strategy, all in a God-honouring 
Institute of way. Such an approach inspires graduates to create campaigns that will meet their 


clients’ or employers’ needs, enable them to make a positive difference in the lives 
of customers, and contribute to the sustainability and profitability of the business. 


Marketing 


Management of 
: In September 2020, Redeemer’s bachelor of arts in business marketing was 
Ontario (G IMM O). accredited by the Chartered Institute of Marketing Management of Ontario 
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“This CIMMO 
accreditation will 
provide Redeemer 

marketing 
graduates with 

animportant 
advantage as they 
seek employment 
in their field.” 


(CIMMO). CIMMO recognizes 
institutions that demonstrate 
educational excellence in all areas 
including teaching, research, 
curricula development and student 
learning. Marketing programs 
considered for accreditation are 
measured against 12 international 
standards to ensure continuous 
improvement and state-of-the-art 
marketing skills and competencies 
that innovate and drive impact. 


“Accreditation of the marketing stream 
has been on our radar for several 
years to build on the accreditation 

of the accounting stream by the CPA 
Ontario and our co-op program 

by CEWIL Canada (Co-operative 
Education and Work-Integrated 
Learning),’ says Laurie Busuttil, 
associate professor and chair of the 
business department. “I’m a Chartered 
Professional Marketer (CPM) with 
CIMMO, so when we started looking 
at external accreditation, CIMMO 

was a natural fit. Redeemer’s focus 

on doing marketing in a normative, 
biblical manner fits well with CIMMO’s 
focus on truthful, honest and ethical 
marketing. Redeemer students can be 
confident that their degree represents 
one of the highly regarded marketing 
programs in the province and beyond” 


Considering CIMMO’s rigorous standards, the accreditation process involved 
an audit that ensured that the program offered the resources, curriculum 
and commitment needed to provide students with a high-level, future- 
focused marketing education. Part of this process featured the input of 
senior business students and alumni who spoke about Redeemer’s unique 
mission and fundamental aspects of the marketing program. Aaryn Vloo, 

a participating student, is excited about the impact such a milestone will 
have on his future career. Along with provincial recognition, students who 
hold a CIMMO-accredited degree have access to special training and events, 
an exclusive community of marketers and numerous other advantages. 


“I think it'll open up a lot more doors to be accredited by the province and a 
big organization like CIMMO,’ says Vloo. “There's a broader horizon and other 
opportunities that I don’t think would have been available before.” 


Leah Groskurth, another student involved in the audit, chose to study at 
Redeemer because of its small classes and the faith-based community. She 
spent her academic career branching out into different pathways before 
combining her passions of art and business in the marketing program. 


“It not only benefits my group and me but also other students in the 
program,’ says Groskurth. “I’m very proud to say that I was a part of the 
process for everyone. I think, in a good way, companies and organizations 
will see us differently now” 


“Redeemer is proud to be recognized among some of the top marketing 
programs in the province,” said Dr. David Zietsma, provost and vice president, 
academic. “This CIMMO accreditation will provide Redeemer marketing 
graduates with an important advantage as they seek employment in their field” 


CIMMO is the only chartered marketing association in Ontario that 
serves as a global accrediting body for marketing programs as well as 
a marketing education network that connects students, educators and 
marketers worldwide. @ 


Reading 
While Black 


and Reformed 


N ONE SENSE Ive been 
writing this book my whole life,’ said 
Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley of his book 
Reading While Black: African American 
Biblical Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope during 
the Reading While Black and Reformed event. 
Redeemer’s assistant professor of religion and 
theology, Dr. Jessica Joustra, facilitated the virtual 
discussion on Jan. 27, 2021. 


“As someone who grew up ina racialized South 

as an African American, I had to make sense of what 
it meant to be Black and Christian. What did it mean 
to believe and follow Jesus when there are other 
people who claim faith in Jesus who historically have 
treated African Americans poorly?” McCaulley said. 
So began an engaging discussion around reading the 
Bible while Black and Reformed. 


When asked how he reconciles reading a text that 
was weaponized against his ancestors and his own 
generation, Dr. Vince Bacote says it is important 
to recognize the difference between the interpreter 
and the text. “The people that were reading the 
Bible so that it supported slavery had interests in 
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interpretting the Bible so that it supported slavery.” He says bad 
interpreters will be found in every tradition, so it is important to 
ask if the interpreter is being faithful. 


McCaulley remembers watching political unrest, the deaths 
of innocent African Americans and militarized police entering 
Black and Brown communities in the lead-up to the 2016 
election. “I had this real growing passion to communicate to 
another generation the relevance of the Christian message to 
the issues of the day.” He began to list all the things that he 
felt as a Black Christian needed to be answered from a biblical 
perspective. This is how Reading While Black was born. 


“| just want to publicly celebrate the work that he’s doing, Bacote 
says of McCaulley’s book. He praised McCaulley for using his 
“intellectual chops; while also using his “creative and imaginative 
chops,’ something that Bacote says is affirmed by the Neo-Calvinist 
tradition. “It can fire your imagination and fine-tune your intellect” 


Joustra fielded questions from the audience, the first of which 
sought to understand the idea of how bringing one’s perspective 
and cultural context to Bible reading made a difference. 


“What I tried to put into print was the particular experiences 
of the African American community that cause us to experience 
the Bible in a certain way as an aid to meaning,’ explains 
McCaulley. He emphasized that no one culture asks all the 
questions. “Different cultures have different experiences 
that they bring to the text.” Bringing your own experiences 
to the text might help others see things in the text that their 
experiences might screen out. These different perspectives 
should not have us despair, nor think that the meaning of the 
text changes depending on who you are, but instead should 
compel us to invite others to the table of interpretation. 


At only one hour, the discussion was passionate, illuminating 
and all too brief. Faculty and staff plan to continue discussing 
McCaulley’s book this term and look forward to the time when 
McCaulley, Lord willing, can come to campus this fall to receive 
the award and engage the whole Redeemer community. @ 
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Help for the 
Journey to 
Canada 


Driven by his personal experience, 
adjunct professor Ricardo-Martin 
Marroquin has released his second 
novel Our Silent Journey, the story of 
a boy from Peru who struggles with a 
new culture and language in Canada. 


ICARDO-MARTIN MARROQUIN 

remembers well the day he became connected 

with Redeemer. Dr. Douglas Loney, then dean of 

arts and foundations, called Marroquin’s father 
looking for help with advertising a Spanish teaching position 
that had been difficult to fill. Marroquin’s uncle answered the 
phone and immediately passed it to him. He interviewed for the 
position later that day and was hired shortly after. 


“They told me I was a godsend and that they'd been praying 
for the right person to fill this position. I told them they were 
actually the godsend. We'd both been praying for the same 
outcome!” said Marroquin. That was 15 years ago. He has been 


teaching Spanish and Italian at Redeemer ever since. 


This wasn’t the first time Marroquin had seen God’s hand on his 
life. While his recently released novel Our Silent Journey 


“I want to do things for 
God's honour and glory... 
[He is transforming my, 
thinking and I want to give | 
[him glory for that.”) 


is fiction, he admits that much of the story is 
based on his own story of coming to Canada 
from Peru to join his father. 


“My father made friends with a pastor here in 
Canada who really wanted to help us. They were 
there for us. They opened their hearts and their 
home,’ said Marroquin, explaining how his family 
came to know Jesus as their saviour. He came from 
a Roman Catholic Apostolic background, but says 
they never opened the Bible. “God found us here” 


Marroquin aims to raise awareness for support 

for newcomers through his novel. It’s the story of 
struggle as newcomers learn a new language and 
new culture in Canada. “There's a heavy component 
of how to support people experiencing this and 
how to support English language learners,” he says. 
Supporting newcomers has become a passion for 
him, as he also works for the Hamilton-Wentworth 
District School Board as an assessor. He meets with 
students who are new to the country or the school 
board and recommends appropriate supports for 
them in literacy and numeracy. 


“I try to do my work for others’ benefit. I’m here 

to serve. I want to do things for God’s honour 

and glory,’ Marroquin explains. “He is transforming 
my thinking and I want to give him glory for that. 
He just gives us grace immeasurably!” @ 
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Reflecting 
a Complex 


God 


Dr. Terry Loerts, associate 


professor of education, is exploring 
a multiliteracies pedagogy, the 
concept of using a range of media, 
modes and perspectives in teaching 
and learning and how this fits within 
a Reformed Christian framework. 
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N 1996, THE 

term multiliteracies was 

coined by a group of 

researchers, educators 
and visionaries who called 
themselves the New London Group. 
A multiliteracies pedagogy accepts 
and encourages the use of a wide 
range of linguistic, cultural, 
communicative and technological 
perspectives and tools to help 
students better prepare for a rapidly 
changing, globalized world. This 
includes using linguistic, visual, oral, 
spatial and gestural modes of 
communication in teaching. 


The multiliteracies pedagogical 
approach involves four key aspects. 
Situated practice involves learning 
grounded in students’ own life 
experiences. Overt instruction 
involves the development of 
abstract, generalizing concepts 

and theoretical synthesis of 
concepts. Critical framing supports 
questioning and analyzing common 
sense assumptions. Transformed 
practice is where learners apply new 
understandings to create something 
new, or try out new knowledge in 
different situations. 


Dr. Terry Loerts, associate professor 
of education, instructs teacher 
candidates in Redeemer’s bachelor 
of education program. She spoke 
about multiliteracies pedagogy as 
part of a presentation at Redeemer 
in January. Every faculty member 
who is up for tenure is required to 
give a public faculty colloquium 
whose topic is based on their tenure 
paper and area of research. She 
explained how teaching from 

a multiliteracies pedagogy fits 
within the Reformed framework. 


“Multiliteracies pedagogy places 
students within the culture? says 
Loerts. “It allows them to believe 
they can do something to shape 
culture more fully while working 
with multiple modes.” She believes 
the pedagogy also reflects God’s 
image. “It engages the whole person. 
There are students with different 
abilities, gifts and interests. Each 
student needs to be remembered 
in the planning process because 
every student learns differently. 

A Christian approach needs to 

take into account these complex 
differences. It’s a faithful approach” 


In his book, On Christian Teaching: 
Practicing Faith in the Classroom, 
David Smith writes that “the 

shape of the teaching and learning 
process affects how students 
access and experience that 
content, helping weave the web 

of values, relationships and actions 


It's adeep learning exercise 
that allows them to experience 
the gift of literacy that God 
has given them.” 


within which learning becomes meaningful. An account of Christian 
education that focuses only on the truth of what is taught, and fails 
to address the meanings molded through how it is taught and learned 
is at best incomplete.” 


Through her literacy courses, Loerts engages teacher candidates in practicing 
what they will eventually teach. A visual journal project invites them to think 
about one or two big ideas in the course and communicate them through 

a visual journal. 


“It’s a deep learning exercise that allows them to experience the gift of 
literacy that God has given them,’ Loerts says. Participants have provided 
positive feedback about the experience, saying they learned something 
valuable by being vulnerable and that visual learning can be therapeutic 
and transformative. One participant said the visual journals “required 
thoughtfulness... reflection... and that there is something deeper to stop 
and think about.” A number of teacher candidates went on to use visual 
journaling with the students in their practicums. 


Multiliteracies pedagogy, Loerts states, is a redemptive pedagogy. “It’s a means 
to teach in a way that demonstrates God’s redemption. Every facet of creation 
now has the potential for redemption. Learning in this way is hopeful” 


In Teaching Redemptively: Bringing Grace and Truth into Your Classroom, 


Donovan Graham puts it this way: “We are called to apply biblical truth 
to the whole education process, not just parts of it”? @ 
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FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Dr. Vahagn Asatryan 
iS an assistant professor 


of business. 


Home Base 


| hail from Armenia, part of the 
former Soviet Union and the 

first nation to adopt Christianity as 
its state religion in AD 301.1 moved 
to the United States in my 20s 

to further pursue education and 
business opportunities. After about 
a decade of studies and work, 

| moved to Canada. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


Perhaps the most exciting and 
important course | teach is the 
introduction to economics. It's 

a true joy seeing the faces of 
first-year students light up with 
amazement and curiosity as they 
learn how the world really works 
and how demand and supply, 


production, income, spending, 
savings, national debt, interest 
rates, trade and sinful human 
nature, among other factors, 
affect everything they experience. 
These classes also offer me an 
opportunity to introduce the basic 
Christian principles of stewardship, 
love of neighbour, justice, grace, 
etc. and how they apply in 
business. 


Teaching Tips 


In my marketing class, | bring in 
what | call the black bag of tricks,” 
which contains various props to 
illustrate course concepts. For 
example, prior to our discussion 

of packaging, | ask a few students, 
with their permission, to put their 
hands into the bag, pick an object 
and then describe to the rest of the 
class the kind of product that could 
be contained in that package. This 
method has been very effective in 
teaching the various functions of 
packaging and inviting numerous 
questions. 


| believe responding to 

God's call to move to Hamilton 
and accept the position at 
Redeemer was a particularly 
reflective period. Was this what 


lam called to do? Would | be 
accepted by the community? 
How would my contribution be 
pleasing to the Lord and my 
neighbours? | have come to the 
profound realization that some 
answers to these questions were 
revealed during the journey while 
others appeared obvious only 
upon completion of a phase or in 
retrospect. | have also discovered 
that all these times are meaningful 
for nurturing our faith, which is 
rooted in worshipping the Lord. 


In Conversation with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face, 

| want to ask “Why me, Lord? 
What do you want? Why would 
you want me to engage in these 
activities in your presence?” 


Redeemer Love 


Redeemer has the most amazing 
students! | often refer to them 

as “Redeemerites.” They are 
precious, fearfully and wonderfully 
made in the image of God, filled 
with grace, wonder and love. | 

am inspired by the strength of 
their character, their passion and 
compassion, their talents and their 
curiosity. | cherish the privilege 

of sharing the wonders of God's 
creation with them. 


Recommen 
a Student! 


Recruiting efforts for the 


Uy olore)aaviale MV-xelmn Wali malcx-x0 Maem ele) 4 
different, by finding unique ways 
Wo keore) a] al-renen’ naa m-idule(-sanecmm’|"elul(e 
Vo] Um-10) 0) ole) gal q-\el aU hann|-valet- ake) aes 
by taking the simple action of 
id=vexe) sn) ant-yatel fale mac-10(-1-s00l=1 ane 
someone in your circle? 


i MateTa) QV solemn’ celasnmereyalal-xeadtey als 
are often the most valuable! 


The admissions team is setting up 
virtual and in-person visits with 
students from across the country 
based on these recommendations! 


To submit your student 
recommendation visit 
redeemer.ca/recommend 


pareve te 
Welcomin g... Dr. Christina Belcher 


PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION 


Dr. Christina Belcher, professor of education, 
retired at the end of December 2020 after 
12% years of dedicated and faithful service. 
As balaans Wilson Through her leadership, devotion and passion for 
instructing and mentoring teacher candidates, 
DIRECTOR, Belcher has equipped and inspired tomorrow's 
DONOR RELATIONS teachers to be innovative and caring educators 


who will serve their students well. She will be 
greatly missed by colleagues and students alike. 


Jeanette Wilson began in 

the role of director, donor 
relations at Redeemer in 
January. She brings a wealth 
of donor relations experience 
to the development team. She 
has worked at Wilfrid Laurier 


Sylvia Van Wyngaarden 


University and the Arthritis 

Society in donor relations BOOKSTORE MANAGER 

roles. A fundraiser for more Sylvia Van Wyngaarden, Redeemer's bookstore 
than 15 years, Wilson got into manager retired at the end of December after 
the non-profit sector through more than 25 years of faithful service to the 
volunteering. An expert in university. While employees, students and 
Raiser's Edge CRM software members of the community know her as the 
and a natural collaborator, face of the bookstore, she also worked as front 
Wilson's extensive leadership desk receptionist and Student Life receptionist. 
experience was most recently She served as bookstore assistant manager 
demonstrated as a manager for nine years, and has been the manager for a 
of three regional development decade since. During her time in the Bookstore, 
offices across Ontario for the Van Wyngaarden not only ensured that books 
Arthritis Society. She expects were ordered and customers well served, but 
to complete her Certified also provided a friendly smile and listening ear for 
Fundraising Executive employees and students alike. 


(CFRE) certification early in 
2021 and has also begun a 
journey towards a master of 


philanthropy and nonprofit 5 5 
eadership through Carleton Domenic Giancola 


University. 
CUSTODIAN 
A devoted Christ-follower Domenic Giancola, custodian, retired at the 
rom Burford, ON, Wilson is end of December after 17 years of dedicated 
excited by God's purposes and faithful service. He has been a constant 
expressed in Redeemer's presence in the hallways of Redeemer since 
strategic vision that sees 2008. Giancola's actions have always spoken 
innovative, Kingdom volumes for him, always going above and 
graduates making a profound beyond to serve students, faculty, staff and 
impact in a complex world. visitors to Redeemer. Domenic has made many 
friends during his time at Redeemer and has 
always been able to give advice, share a joke or 
Se two or lend a hand whenever needed. 
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COMING EVENTS 


a National Theatre. Through audio 
| performances, visual storytelling, 


and music, this digital performance 


SACHIN 


G 
Glass. Taeneaier 
ewe will bring a piece of Ireland to your 
lchicrereiaNl 


hearts and homes. 


Spring Mainstage: 

A Parting Glass with 
Lady Gregory 
Graduation 


Directed and arranged by Rebekka 
M. Gondosch, the Redeemer 
theatre arts department presents 
an evening of short plays and 
poetry by the Irish playwright 

Lady Augusta Gregory, a 

founding member of Ireland's 


This June 12, the Redeemer 
community will come together 

to virtually celebrate the Class 

of 2021. This will be a time 

to recognize students’ 
accomplishments and hard work. 


Friday Campus Visits 


re=xe(=X-Van\=) Mer VAVILS 


Friday Campus Visits are a great first introduction to Redeemer's campus and its 
programs, geared toward students interested in undergraduate programs. These pre- 
planned events are specially catered to the different interests of each student, providing 
an opportunity to hear from our admissions staff and the perspective of a current student 
ixouatc! eh VolUnnla\eny.ol0lme) tel anelUlmeolalcmolir-ba dare necolpalaalelaliny 


The visit includes a tour of the academic building, residences, and the opportunity to chat 
with our admissions staff and ask your specific questions. 


Redeemer cares about the safety of all our visitors and employees, so we ask that you 
increlis\tclmre] atcyeleRoymulparcy 


Reading While Black 


What does it mean to read the 
Bible with brothers and sisters 
from around the world, and across 
time? What would tt mean for 

how we follow Jesus at Redeemer 
and in Canada? Join Dr. Esau 
McCaulley - the 2020 Emerging 
Public Intellectual Award Winner - 
for a day at Redeemer University, 
discussing his prize-winning 
book, Reading While Black, in 
conversation with students, faculty 
and the community. 


Senior Exhibition 2021: 
Are We There Yet? 


Art students in their final year 

of study take on the thrilling 
challenge of putting on an 
exhibition of their independent 
projects. The five artists in this 
year's show Are We There Yet?, 
take you on a journey ranging 
from fantastical oil paintings and 
sensitive charcoal portraits, to 
digital mash-ups. 


For more information about 
events at Redeemer visit 
redeemer.ca/events 
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